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Nagpur and Berar Circles there has been considerable progress in the
education of the depressed classes. In both circles, however, the
lepressed classes are still too prone to rely almost exclusivley on
Government aid. The second tendency has been a growing recognition
on the part of the more advanced classes of the claims of the depressed
classes."

"Two incidents illustrating these tendencies were recorded HI
the annual report on education in 1923-24. The first tendency is
illustrated by an incidence in the village of Bela in the Nagpur district
where boys from the depressed classes were required to sit in the
verandah of the primary school apart from their fellow pupils. The
community bitterly resented this and claimed equality of treatment.
On meeting with no response, although there was plenty of accom-
modation in the main school, they opened a school of their own.
Both tendencies are illustrated by a second incident. Competition for
admission to the Patwardhan High School, Nagpur, is so great that
candidates are selected for admission to class V on the results of the
Primary Certificate examination; and candidates for admission to
class VIII on the results of the High School Entrance examination.
In 1923-24 a representative of the depressed classes in the local Legis-
lative Council moved that 'pupils of the depressed classes should be
admitted to the Patwardhan High School irrespective of the number
of marks they obtained*. The resolution was carried by a large
majority. The same tendency towards a breaking-down of prejudice
is reported by the Inspector of Schools, Nagpur, who says that in one
of the municipal primary schools at Wardha, "some Mehtar boys were
receiving instruction along with the boys of other castes, without any
distinction*. And in Berar the Inspector notes that 'both in verna-
cular and anglo-vernacular schools one now sees Mahar boys sitting
aide by side on the same bench with Brahmin children*. The two
classes meet in the class room and on the play-ground. The distinc-
tion with regard to food and drink have, however, not altered very
much.' The Mahar community in Berar is reported to be alive to
the need for progress and 'to be sparing no effort to arouse both
its own people as will as the higher castes to the need for closer
co-operation in raising both the social and religious status of the
community/ Opposition is, of course, still encountered and prejudice
still lingers, but there has been a notable advance towards a more
politic regard for the claims of the depressed classes/'

"Besides gaining admission to schools maintained by Local
Bodies, the depressed classes receive education m Mission schools and
in their own schools. Several of these schools have received grants-in-
aid from Government. The? Depressed Classes Mission Society main-
tains nine primary schools with 386 pupils. In 1926-27 the total
expenditure on these schools was Rs. 5,407. The Chokhamela,
.Nafpur, maintains one primary school with 36 pupils and spent